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do with it? What are we going to do with
this opportunity? And there are big decision
to be made here.

Tom Harkin and I are on one side and
most of our friends in the other party are
on the other side. But let me just mention
three things, because you want to have fun
tonight and you don’t want to have a serious
talk, but I want you to think about three
things. Number one, I’m the oldest of the
baby boomers, and when we retire there’s
going to be a whole bunch of us retired, and
there will be more people retired and fewer
people working than ever before, and we had
better use this surplus now to save Social Se-
curity and modernize Medicare for the 21st
century.

Number two, as everybody who knows—
a farmer knows—not everybody who is a part
of this country has participated in this recov-
ery. From Appalachia to the Mississippi
Delta to the Indian reservation to the inner
city to the farm to the disabled and welfare
populations who still want to go to work, we
can’t quit until we put everybody on a track
to opportunity in this country. And if we set
aside most of the surplus for Social Security
and Medicare, we can, in 15 years, be debt-
free for the first time since 1835. That’s what
we ought to do.

And finally, we ought to give our children
a better future. We ought not—we ought not
to squander this surplus in a way that has
not enabled us to invest in world-class
schools, connecting the classrooms to the
Internet, world-class teachers and enough of
them to do the job, education. Save Social
Security and Medicare first, pay down the
debt, take care of education, then give the
country a tax cut. That’s what we believe.
That’s good for the future.

Now, what I said was—what I said over
there at the other place that I just want to
say is, I noticed in the debate over the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, where the Republicans
won the battle in defeating our attempts to
give every American the right to see a spe-
cialist, go to the nearest emergency room,
stay with the doctor through treatment, but
we will win the war—you—work.

But in this thing—during this debate, the
Republicans, were actually making fun of the
Democrats for talking about stories, human

stories of people who had been hurt because
we don’t have a Patients’ Bill of Rights, and
they acted like there was something wrong
because a lot of them think politics is about
power and position. But we think it’s about
ideas, action, and people.

I saw a little girl today at that school that
I first met in Iowa in 1992, an African-
American girl being held by a white woman
in a rally in Cedar Rapids. And I asked this
mother, I said, ‘‘Whose child is this?’’ And
she says, ‘‘This is my baby.’’ And I said,
‘‘Where did you find this baby?’’ She said,
‘‘This baby was born in Miami with AIDS,
and no one would take it, so I did.’’

And I came to find out this woman was
divorced; her husband had left her; she was
raising her own two children with modest in-
come; but she cared enough about a child
she had never known of another race, af-
flicted with AIDS, to take this child into her
home. Today, at that school, that child was
in the audience. She is tall; she is beautiful;
she got up in my arms, and she said, ‘‘Mr.
President, I can give myself my own shots
now. I’m doing well in school, and I’m doing
well.’’ And she has gone—the reason she is
still alive is in these 61⁄2 years since I first
saw her mother holding her—7 years now—
she’s been able to come to the National Insti-
tutes of Health and get good health care,
even though she comes from a family of mod-
est needs. Why? Because of the leadership
that Tom Harkin has exercised over the years
for health research and other research.

Now, this is a story—am I trying to affect
your emotions? You bet I am. Is that wrong?
No. This is what politics is about to us. When
I see nurses weeping, weeping because the
insurance company tells them that the doctor
they worked for can’t send a patient that is
sitting there in front of them to a specialist
to save their lives—is that somehow illegit-
imate to make laws based on those stories?
No. That’s what counts in life. What we care
about is our relationships with each other,
whether we’ve all got a chance to live out
our dreams and live up to our God-given po-
tential.

I told another story. When I was here in
the flood in ’93, I met a little girl when I
was putting those sandbags up that wasn’t
even 5 feet tall. But she was already 13 years
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old. And her forehead was real big and bony,
and her elbows and knees were prominent,
and her knuckles were, because she lived
with brittle bone disease and had already had
more than a dozen operations in her life, and
could have broken all the bones in her body
sitting there working with the people stack-
ing sandbags. And she came all the way from
Wisconsin to do it, because she wanted to
be a good citizen. And she told her parents
she couldn’t hide in her life; she had to do
something; there was a flood, people needed
her help, and even though she had bone after
bone after bone after bone broken in her
body, she showed up like everybody else to
be a good a citizen in Iowa when the flood
came.

Now, just a few months ago, I had a rally
at American University in Washington, DC—
the same girl was there, a freshman in col-
lege, with all of her roommates—up there,
still be a good citizen, showing up. Now, why
do I tell you that? And that child made sev-
eral trips to the National Institutes of Health
in the last 61⁄2 years, becoming stronger.

Now, did Tom Harkin have anything to
do with the character of this child? No. Did
he have anything to do with the heart of the
other little girl with AIDS? No. Did he affect
the mother with her generosity and her love?
No. But did he do things as an elected rep-
resentative of you that gave those kids a
chance to have better lives and make this a
better country? You bet he did. You bet he
did.

So I tell you, people ask why you came
here, why you support Tom Harkin, why
you’re a member of our party. Tell them you
believe that politics and citizenship is about
ideas, action, and people. Power and money
are incidental—incidental—to the ability to
advance ideas, take action based on those
ideas, and help people if your actions turn
out to be right.

Now, all of you young people, I can tell
you, I just celebrated—Sally was talking
about her 30th high school reunion—in a
couple of weeks I’m going to have my 35th.
And I want you to know, by the way, I don’t
know if I can go to this one because of the
efforts we’re making in the Balkans, in
Kosovo. But if I miss it, it will be the first
one I’ve ever missed. And I want to encour-

age you not to miss yours. Why? Because,
I’ll tell you something, the older you get and
the closer you get to the end of your life’s
journey, the more you know that when it’s
all over, what you really care about is who
you liked, who was your friend in good times
and bad, who you loved, how your children
were, how you felt in the Iowa springtime
and in the fall and the winter and the sum-
mer—all the things that make you alive.

Politics, the purpose of politics, is to allow
free people to be more fully alive and to help
each other have better lives. That’s what we
believe. And so I say, let them make fun of
us for telling our stories. That is all that mat-
ters in the end. There is nothing abstract
about America. It’s a bunch of people who
believe in liberty and who believe in each
other and who believe that they make life
better for their children. It is the story of
people. Even George Washington was a per-
son. So you remember that. You remember
that.

I’m going to tell you one thing, and I’ll
let you go. Last week I went to the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation where the Oglala
Sioux live. The most famous Oglala Sioux was
Crazy Horse, and they’re building a great
monument to him there, even bigger than
Mount Rushmore. But the unemployment
there today is 73 percent. Before I went out
there, the chief of the Oglala Sioux and a
number of others came to see me at the
White House, from the high plains, from
Montana and the Dakotas. And they had a
meeting, and they told me about the prob-
lems, the problems in their States on the
farm. They told me the problems of the Indi-
ans with education and health care and all
of that. But we had just come out of this
conflict in Kosovo—we weren’t actually quite
out of it yet. And the chief of the Oglalas
stood up in a very dignified manner, and he
said, ‘‘Mr. President,’’ he said, ‘‘we have a
proclamation supporting your action in
Kosovo against killing people because of their
religion and their ethnic background.’’ And
he smiled in a very dignified way, and he
said, ‘‘You see, we know something about
ethnic cleansing. But listen,’’ he said, ‘‘But
this is America.’’ Now listen to this story. He
said, ‘‘My great-grandfather was massacred


